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Steeple  Claydon, 

March^ 

To  the  Rural  District  Council  of  Buckingham. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  my  seventeenth 
Annual  Report  as  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year 
ending  December  31st,  1914,  and  in  doing  so  1 beg  to  thank  you 
for  your  kindness  to  me  and  for  the  consideration  which  you 
have  always  extended  to  my  reports  and  recommendations. 

During  the  year  I have  attended  25  Council  Meetings  and 
13  Committee  Meetings. 

I also  attended  the  Inquiry  held  at  Marsh  Gibbon  by  Mr.  E. 
Leonard,  Local  Government  Board  Inspector,  into  the  need  for 
further  cottage  accommodation  in  that  village.  The  Inquiry  was 
held  in  the  evening,  and  I spent  most  of  the  day  with  him  in 
making  an  inspection  of  the  houses  of  the  village. 

The  Rural  District  of  Buckingham  consists  of  33  parishes, 
comprising  an  area  54,893  acres  (over  85  square  miles),  and  this 
area  includes  a small  extent  of  inland  water  (197  acres).  The 
physical  and  geological  characters  of  the  District  have  been  dealt 
with  in  recent  reports. 

The  rainfall  for  the  past  year  amounted  to  27*16  inches, 
which  is  above  the  average  for  the  last  30  years.  The  number  of 
days  on  which  rain  fell  was  165  compared  with  159  in  1913. 
March  and  December  had  each  23  rainy  days,  while  June  had 
only  6.  The  wettest  month  was  December  with  5*12  inches, 
while  the  driest  was  January  with  0*75  inches. 

At  the  Census  of  1911  the  District  contained  a population  of 
8,322,  being  an  increase  of  198  since  the  Census  of  1901.  There 
were  2,084  inhabited  houses  having  an  average  number  of  3*993 
persons  per  house.  In  1901  the  figures  were  : — population  8,124, 
inhabited  houses  2,007,  average  number  of  persons  per  house 
4*047.  I have  estimated  the  population  as  being  8,360  to  the 
middle  of  1914.  The  population  is  principally  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits,  but  there  are  large  brick  works  at  Calvert, 
in  the  parish  of  Charndon,  which  give  employment  to  nearly  200 
men  and  boys;  this  number  is  not  quite  so  large  since  the  outbreak 
of  the  war,  as  several  men,  both  married  and  single,  have  enlisted 
during  the  last  six  months.  Since  the  establishment  of  these  brick 
works  the  proprietors  have  built  39  cottages  for  the  housing  of  the 
men  whom  they  employ.  The  amount  of  Out-door  Relief  is  not 
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SO  large  since  the  advent  of  Old  Age  Pensions.  The  Radcliffe 
Infirmary,  Oxford,  the  Northampton  Infirmary,  the  Bucks  County 
Infirmary,  Aylesbury,  and  the  Eye  Hospital,  Oxford,  are  largely 
made  use  of  for  serious  cases,  and  those  cases  which  need  operation. 
The  Nursing  Home  and  District  Nursing  Association  at  Bucking- 
ham also  does  good  work,  not  only  at  the  Home  itself  but  also 
through  its  Nurses,  who  visit  several  villages  in  the  District. 
There  are  also  District  Nurses  of  the  County  Nursing  Association 
at  Steeple  Claydon,  Marsh  Gibbon,  and  Twyford. 

The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was  150 
(boys  67,  girls  83),  but  the  District  is  credited  with  two  transferable 
births,  both  boys,  which  brings  the  number  up  to  152  ; this  is  equal 
to  an  annual  birth  rate  of  i8’2  per  1,000,  compared  with  i7'5  for 
1913  ; there  is  therefore  a slight  improvement  from  the  low  water- 
mark of  1913.  The  rate  for  Rural  England  and  Wales  for  1914 
was  2 1 '9. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  year  was  74,  being 
equal  to  an  annual  death-rate  of  8.9  per  1,000  living.  Fifteen 
deaths  of  residents  were  registered  as  having  occurred  in  Public 
Institutions  outside  the  District,  and  this  makes  the  net  death-rate 
io’6  compared  with  ii'8  for  1913.  The  standardized  death-rate 
(formerly  called  the  corrected  death-rate)  is  the  rate  which  would 
have  been  recorded  if  the  sex  and  age  constitution  of  the  popula- 
tion of  the  District  had  been  identical  with  that  of  England  and 
Wales  as  enumerated  in  1911.  To  obtain  the  standardized  death- 
rate  for  the  Rural  District  of  Buckingham  the  net  death-rate  is 
multiplied  by  the  factor  for  the  District,  which  is  o'79oi,  and  this 
gives  us  8'4  as  the  standardized  death-rate  for  the  District, 
compared  with  12*2  for  Rural  England  and  Wales.  This  is  very 
satisfactory. 

The  infantile  mortality,  or  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under 
I year  of  age,  per  1,000  births  registered,  was  20  compared  with  82 
for  1913.  The  rate  for  Rural  England  and  Wales  for  1914  was 
93.  The  rate  for  this  District  is  therefore  very  low.  Of  the  3 
deaths  registered,  one  was  caused  by  meningitis  (not  Tuberculous), 
one  from  Premature  Birth  and  one  from  Debility  from  birth.  The 
Notification  of  Births  Acts  1907,  has  not  been  adopted  in  this 
District. 

Three  deaths  have  been  registered  as  caused  by  Phthisis 
(Pulmonary  Tuberculosis)  during  1914,  and  the  Phthisis  death- 
rate  would  therefore  be  0*36,  compared  with  o'83  for  1913.  The 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  i'o8.  The  Chief  Tuberculosis 
Officer  for  the  County  visits  cases  of  this  disease  when  asked  to 
do  so  by  the  Medical  men  in  attendance,  and  as  a specialist  gives 
his  opinion  on  the  case.  Buckinghamshire  has  now  a Sanatorium 
of  its  own  in  conjunction  with  Berkshire,  This  Sanatorium  is 
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situateti  at  Peppard  Common,  near  Henley,  in  Oxfordshire.  All 
insured  persons  suffering  from  this  disease  can  now  receive 
sanatorium  treatment,  and  in  a few  cases,  dependents  of  insured 
persons.  As,  unfortunately,  they  cannot  be  kept  indefinitely  at 
these  Institutions,  the  improvement  in  their  condition  is  not 
always  kept  up  when  they  return  to  insanitary  homes  and  other 
less  favourable  conditions.  To  counteract  this  state  of  things 
your  Council  has  been  good  enough  to  provide  out-door  shelters, 
so  that  they  may  obtain  the  maximum  of  fresh  air,  and  two  patients 
are  at  present  occupying  these  shelters.  Ten  cases  of  Tuberculosis 
of  the  Lungs  were  notified  in  1914,  compared  with  a similar 
number  in  1913.  One  death  has  also  occurred  from  Tuberculosis 
as  distinct  from  Tuberculosis  of  the  Lungs.  In  all  cases  of  death 
from  Tuberculosis,  the  room  occupied  by  the  patient  is  disinfected. 
Further,  in  all  cases  of  death  from  Tuberculosis  and  Cancer,  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  now  notified  immediately  of  the 
death  by  the  Registrar  of  Deaths,  so  that  immediate  disinfection 
may  be  carried  out. 

Thirteen  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  without  a death  were  notified 
during  the  year  1914,  compared  with  3 cases  and  no  death  in 
1913.  The  cases  occurred  in  the  following  villages  : — Lillingstone 
Lovell  I,  Lillingstone  Dayrell  3,  Padbury  i,  Stowe  5,  Thornton  2 
and  Westbury  i.  The  type  of  disease  is  still  a mild  one,  as  we 
have  had  200  cases  notified  in  this  district  during  the  last  eleven 
years  with  only  one  death. 

There  have  been  no  notifications  of  Diphtheria  during  the 
past  year,  and  no  case  occurred  during  1913,  so  that  we  have  not 
had  a single  case  of  this  disease  in  the  District  for  the  last  two 
years.  This  is  a record  as  far  as  this  District  is  concerned. 

No  case  of  Enteric  Fever  has  been  notified  during  the  past 
year,  compared  with  one  fatal  case  notified  last  year. 

This  disease  is  not  notifiable,  but  no  deaths  have  been 
registered  from  it. 

We  have  had  no  deaths  from  this  disease  during  1914, 

Ten  cases  of  Erysipelas  have  been  notified  without  a death, 
compared  with  ii  cases  in  1913. 

No  case  of  Small-pox  has  occurred  in  the  District  during  last 
year,  in  fact  we  have  not  had  any  during  the  last  13  years.  Owing 
to  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  there  is  more  likelihood  of  this  disease 
reaching  this  country  than  in  former  years,  and  it  will  be  necessary 
and  imperative  that  we  should  be  on  our  guard  in  case  an 
outbreak  should  occur.  I think  your  Council  should  be  well 
satisfied  that  you  have  combined  with  other  authorities  to  provide 
a Small-pox  Hospital,  which  will  be  available  should  unfortunately 
the  necessity  for  it  arise. 
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Nine  deaths  were  caused  by  Cancer  in  1914  compared  with 
7 in  1913.  The  deaths  from  Cancer  include  those  occurring  from 
all  forms  of  Malignant  Disease,  as  in  the  case  of  deaths  arising 
from  Tuberculosis,  similarly  in  cases  of  death  from  this  disease, 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  now  ge  tsimmediate  notice  from  the 
Registrar  of  Deaths  so  that  disinfection  of  the  premises  may  be 
carried  out  as  soon  as  possible. 

Two  deaths  have  been  registered  from  Influenza  as  occurring 
in  1914. 


These  diseases  are  now  compulsorily  notifiable,  but  no  cases 
have  yet  arisen  in  this  District.  Cerebro-Spinal  Menigitis,  or,  as 
it  used  to  be  called.  Spotted  Fever,  is  now  likely  to  occur  not  only 
at  the  front  but  in  this  country  where  large  numbers  of  troops  are 
massed  together.  It  is  a very  fatal  disease  and  therefore  Sanitary 
Authorities  and  their  officers  must  take  every  precaution  to  pre- 
vent its  spread. 


Twenty-three  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  notified  under 
this  Act  during  1914  compared  with  18  cases  in  1913.  Ten  of  the 
23  cases  have  been  cases  of  Erysipelas,  the  other  13  were  Scarlet 
Fever.  I give  here  the  usual  table  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified 
for  the  last  ten  years,  and  also  a table  with  the  estimated  popula- 
tion and  number  of  deaths  from  the  diseases  indicated  for  the  same 
period. 


Since  the  ist  of  January,  1911,  it  has  been  made  Compulsory 
for  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  send  every  week  to  the  Local 
Government  Board  a return  of  the  cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
notified  to  him,  and  a similar  return  is  sent  to  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health.  These  lists  have  to  be  sent  whether  any  cases 
have  occurred  or  not. 


0) 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1909 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

1914 


CASES  NOTIFIED. 


■u  . 

<U 

t;  ^ 

% 

>> 

.2 

CD 

Ch 

'S 

"o 

.G 

a 

imbran- 
; Croup. 

in 

S 

a, 

lall-pox. 

IH 

• 

(U 

0)  > 

•g  S 

"rt  -2 

-i-j  c 

G3  0 

0 'u 

!>^ 

'jj 

s 

G 0) 

a u 

0 

s 

H 

^ 0 

H 

in 

Pnfe 

H 

33 

9 

21 

I 

0 

0 

0 

0 

64 

8 

6 

I 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15 

3 

6 

21 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

31 

19 

5 

9 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

35 

8 

5 

I 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

14 

15 

8 

8 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

31 

39 

16 

I 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

71 

15 

12 

4 

6 

0 

0 

0 

I 

49 

3 

II 

0 

I 

0 

0 

0 

I 

2 

18 

13 

10 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

23 

6 


Infectious 

Diseases 

(Notification) 

Act 

( continued). 


L.G.B. 

Tuberculosis 

Order. 


Milk  _ 
Supplies, 


Water 

Supplies, 


Factories, 

Workshops, 

Schools, 


DEATHS  FROM  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 


d 

^0 

(A 

'in 

'd 

*0 

& 

a 

s 

X 

0 

a g 

■g  S 

rO  0 

u 

3 

a 

0 

d ^ 
u *1^ 

*C/3 

U 

.rj 

a 

u 0 

6 ^ 

CD  C/5 

t/5 

.£3 

On 

Oh 

"rt 

s 

05  . 

^ Jn 

}-•  05 

05  > 
d 05 

H « 

« C 
hC  0 
Oh  13 

15 

H-H 

0 

Ph 

CO  ta 

H 

s 

H 

^ 0 

H 

CO 

f£i  fa 

0^ 

H 

1905 

...  7824 

...  0 

0 

I 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

I 

1906 

...  7800 

...  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1907 

• ••  7750 

...  0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

I 

4 

1908 

...  7672 

...  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1909 

...  7600 

...  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1910 

..  7600 

...  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

I9II 

...  8340 

...  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1912 

...  8350 

...  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1913 

...  8350 

...  0 

0 

0 

I 

0 

0 

0 

I 

0 

2 

1914 

..  8360 

...  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

All  cases  of  Tuberculosis  are  now  notifiable  whether  the 
disease  occurs  in  the  lungs  or  in  other  parts  of  the  body.  Printed 
leaflets  are  issued  giving  hints  as  to  diet,  fresh  air,  &c,,  and 
pointing  out  the  precautions  which  should  be  taken  for  preventing 
the  spread  of  the  disease. 

The  District  is  largely  engaged  in  sending  milk  to  London, 
and  your  Council  has  always  taken  a keen  interest  in  safeguarding 
the  supply.  You  have  adopted  several  years  ago  the  Dairies, 
Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Orders,  1885  and  1989,  and  your 
Inspector  visits  the  cowsheds  of  the  District  periodically  and  pays 
particular  attention  to  their  sanitary  condition  and  cleanliness. 
They  are  much  improved.  Your  Council  also  sanctions  the 
calling  in  of  a Veterinary  Surgeon  in  case  of  any  suspicious  case 
of  Tuberculosis  in  milking  cows. 

Water  Certificates  for  eleven  new  cottages  were  applied 
for  and  granted.  Eight  samples  of  water  from  the  public 
supplies  of  the  District  were  taken  and  analysed  by  me, 
particulars  of  which  are  tabulated  at  the  end  of  this  report.  The 
District  obtains  its  water  supplies  principally  from  wells,  but 
several  villages  have  supplies  under  the  direct  control  of  your 
Council,  and  these  are  good  and  well  protected  from  pollution. 
For  the  supply  of  two  villages  (Twyford  and  Charndon),  public 
loans  were  procured  some  years  ago.  The  former  village  is 
supplied  by  gravitation  from  some  good  wells  about  ij  mile’s 
distant.  The  latter  village  is  also  supplied  by  gravitation  from  a 
service  reservoir  into  which  the  water  is  pumped  by  a windmill 
from  a well  close  by. 

These  have  been  duly  inspected  and  reported  on. 

The  Schools  in  the  District  have  been  regularly  inspected, 
and  the  sanitary  arrangements  are  in  a satisfactory  condition. 
Every  case  of  dangerous  infectious  disease  is  notified ; schools  are 
disinfected  after  any  outbreak  and  before  scholars  return  ; scholars 
from  infected  houses  are  not  allowed  to  attend  school,  and  in 
some  cases  schools  are  closed.  As  Assistant  School  Medical 
Officer,  I visit  15  schools  in  the  District  three  times  every  year. 
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Dental  treatment  and  treatment  for  the  removal  of  tonsils  and 
adenoids  is  now  being  provided,  and  the  cost  is  almost  wholly 
paid  by  the  County  Education  Committee.  Eye  troubles  con- 
nected with  the  sight  are  also  being  treated  by  the  provision  of 
proper  glasses. 

There  is  no  permanent  Isolation  Hospital  in  the  District,  but 
hospital  tents  owned  by  your  Council  are  used  when  isolation 
of  infectious  cases  is  necessary.  The  site  for  a permanent 
Hospital  is  now  fixed  upon  and  a supply  of  water  is  being  looked 
for.  I hope  that  this  will  be  found  of  satisfactory  quality,  so  that  the 
erection  of  the  Hospital  may  take  place  in  the  near  future.  You 
have  entered  into  a mutual  agreement  with  other  Sanitary 
Authorities  in  North  Bucks  for  the  provision  of  a joint  Small-pox 
Hospital,  near  Bletchley,  and  you  are  now  entitled  to  the  use  of 
this  Hospital  if  a need  should  arise. 

Nine  new  buildings  have  been  erected  during  the  year,  and 
seven  have  been  enlarged. 

During  the  past  year  a large  amount  of  necessary  work  has 
been  carried  out,  and  the  tanks  and  filters  at  Marsh  Gibbon, 
Edgcott,  and  Steeple  Claydon  have  been  cleaned  out.  Privy 
middens  are  being  gradually  replaced  by  pail  closets.  House 
refuse  is  generally  removed  by  the  occupiers,  and  in  the  great 
majority  of  cases  there  is  ample  garden  and  allotment  space  for 
its  disposal,  The  Inspector  is  instructed  by  me  not  to  allow  large 
heaps  of  refuse  and  rubbish  to  accumulate. 

The  Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act,  1889,  was  adopted 
on  Nov.  23rd,  1889,  and  the  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act, 
1890,  was  adopted  on  Feb.  28th,  1891.  Regulations  have  been 
made  for  some  time  and  are  being  put  into  force  for  the  carrying 
out  of  the  Daries,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Orders  for  1885  and 
1899.  By-laws  are  in  existence  for  the  following  : New  Streets  and 
Buildings,  Slaughter  Houses  and  the  laying  of  water  connections. 

Under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations, 
1910,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  asked  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  include  in  his  annual  report  information 
and  particulars  in  tabular  form  with  regard  to  the  number  of 
dwelling  houses  inspected  under  section  17  (i)of  the  Act  of  1909, 
the  number  of  dwelling  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation,  the 
number  of  representations  made  to  the  local  authority  with  a view 
to  the  making  of  closing  orders,  the  number  of  closing  orders 
made,  the  number  of  dwelling  houses,  the  defects  in  which  they 
were  remedied  without  the  making  of  closing  orders,  the  number 
of  dwelling  houses  which,  after  the  making  of  closing  orders,  were 
put  in  a fit  state  for  human  habitation,  and  the  general  character 
of  the  defects  found  to  exist.  For  the  purpose  of  carrying  out 
inspections,  the  Sanitary  Inspector  was  specially  designated  by  your 
Council,  and  I here  tabulate  particulars  of  the  work  done  by  him 
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LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  BOARD  TABLE. 


Statement,  required  by  Article  V.  of  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
Districts)  Regulations,  1910,  in  regard  to  the  inspection  of  Dwelling 
Houses  under  Section  17  (1)  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.. 
Act,  1909. 


1910. 

1911. 

1912. 

1913- 

1914. 

Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  inspected  under  and 
for  the  purpose  of  the  Section 

126 

22 

487 

141 

183 

Number  of  such  Dwelling  Houses  which  were 
considered  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or  in- 
jurious to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation 

9 

14 

17 

2 

II 

Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which 
representations  were  made  to  the  local  author- 
ity with  a view  to  the  making  of  closing 
orders 

9 

14 

17 

0 

2 

Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which 
closing  orders  were  made  by  the  local  authority 

9 

14 

17 

0 

2 

Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  the  defects  in  which 
were  remedied  without  the  making  of  closing 
orders. 

38 

34 

194 

49 

61 

Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  which,  after  the 
making  of  closing  orders,  were  made  fit  for 
human  habitation 

3 

7 

8 

0 

0 

General  Character  of  the  Defects 
Found  . — 

Drainage  Defects 

66 

8 

103 

26 

42 

Closet  Accomodation,  insufficient  or  defective 

62 

5 

145 

6 

29 

Water  Supply  exposed  to  surface  pollution  .. 

38 

0 

22 

4 

2 

Insufficient  circulation  of  air 

3 

10 

32 

20 

38 

Dampness 

II 

5 

19 

19 

21 

7 

Insufficient  light 

I 

10 

14 

6 

Dirty  by  landlords’ default 

21 

0 

15 

3 

17 

Dirty  by  tenants’ default 

4 

0 

4 

0 

3 

Dirty  by  default  of  landlord  and  tenant 

0 

0 

I 

0 

I 

Insufficient  paving 

60 

2 

93 

35 

23 

Deficient  method  of  refuse  disposal 

0 

0 

0 

19 

4 

Internal  defects,  walls,  ceilings,  floors 

40 

21 

44 

34 

62 

Defective  roofs  or  gutters  and  down  pipes  ... 

20 

21 

21 

23 

32 

9 


Housing  Act 
1909  _ 
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In  all  cases  where  defects  were  found  reports  respecting  such 
properties  in  the  form  of  preliminary  notices  were  served  on  the 
owners,  and  requests  were  made  for  having  the  necessary  structural 
works  carried  out. 

The  general  defects  discovered  were  defective  or  non-existing 
drains,  defective  or  insufficient  yard  pavement,  dampness,  defective 
roofs,  eave  gutters  and  rain  water  butts,  and  bad  ventilation. 

In  all  95  written  reports  were  sent  to  owners  respecting 
properties  inspected. 

Where  nuisances  were  found  to  exist  through  default  of  the 
tenant,  immediate  steps  were  taken  to  have  same  abated  without 
delay. 

Many  improvements  have  been  carried  out  to  cottage  property 
during  the  past  year,  and  in  6 cases  it  was  found  necessary  to  serve 
a statutory  notice,  as  the  owners  were  found  unwilling  to  put  their 
property  into  good  repair  as  soon  as  the  defects  had  been  reported 
to  them. 

In  conclusion,  I beg  to  thank  Mr.  Oakes  for  his  help  and 
assistance  since  his  appointment. 

I have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

PHILIP  L.  BENSON,  m.d.,  d.p.h.  (Came.), 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Regulations. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Surveyor  and  Inspector 

For  the  Year  ending  December  31st,  1914. 

Buckingham, 

March  ijth  Tgi^. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Rural  District 
Coimcil  of  Buckingham. 

Sir  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  rny  Annual  Report 
upon  the  sanitary  work  and  improvements  carried  out  in  your 
District  during  the  year  ended  December  31st,  being  the 
second  since  my  appointment. 

The  past  year  has  been  a busy  one  in  many  respects  and 
much  general  improvement  work  has  been  done,  as  will  be 
seen  from  the  various  tables  and  records. 

On  January  23rd,  I attended  the  Local  Government 
Board  Inquiry  at  Marsh  Gibbon,  held  by  their  Inspector,  Mr. 
E.  Leonard,  under  and  for  the  purposes  of  section  10  of  the 
Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act,  1909.  I accompanied  the 
Inspector  when  making  his  preliminary  inspections  through- 
out the  village  of  Marsh  Gibbon,  and  also  to  the  adjoining 
villages  on  the  following  day. 

At  a meeting  of  your  Council  I was  appointed  one  of  the 
delegates  and  attended  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning 
Conference  held  at  Oxford  under  the  auspices  of  the  Housing 
and  Town  Planning  Council  on  the  24th  and  25th  of  February. 
It  was  a meeting  of  South  Midlands,  and  36  Districts  were 
represented. 

D uring  the  Conference  many  helpful  lectures  and  dis- 
cussions took  place  upon  the  practical  side  of  the  Act,  and 
the  responsibility  of  Local  Authorities  with  regard  to  the 
proper  and  efficient  housing  within  their  District.  Several 
schemes  which  had  been  carried  out  in  both  Urban  and  Rural 
Districts  were  ably  demonstrated,  and  full  details  given  by 
the  representative  surveyors. 

Town  Planning  was  also  discussed  at  some  length,  and  it 
was  unanimously  agreed  that  Rural  as  well  as  Urban  Districts 
should  be  developed  on  Town  Planned  lines. 

House-to-house  inspections  were  made  during  the  year 
in  the  parishes  of  Beachampton,  Maids  Moreton,  and  Water 
Stratford.  Much  old  and  delapidated  property  exists  in 
Maids  Moreton,  and  great  improvement  works  are  anticipated 
in  the  near  future.  In  several  instances  the  work  has  been 
put  in  hand.  No  doubt  the  great  national  crisis  will  retard  to 
some  extent  the  more  expensive  work  and  also  the  erection  of 
houses  by  private  enterprise  throughout  the  District. 


Housing  ■ 

Regulations 

(continued). 


1 Cowsheds 
I and  Dairies. 


Slaughter 

Houses. 


In  the  villag'e  of  Padbury  where  a house-to-house  inspect- 
ion was  made  at  the  end  of  1913,  I am  pleased  to  report  that 
no  less  than  39  cottages  have  been  greatly  improved,  and 
other  reconstruction  schemes  are  proposed  to  modernise 
several  of  the  old  cottages. 

It  is  gratifying  to  report  that  during  the  year  under 
review,  only  six  Statuary  Notices  under  the  Act  were  served, 
viz  : — Two  Closing  Orders,  two  on  tenants  when  Closing 
Orders  became  operative,  and  two  requiring  landlords  to 
execute  the  necessary  works  under  section  15. 

Details  of  houses  inspected  will  be  found  in  the  Medical 
Officer’s  Report. 

D uring  the  year  I have  spent  much  time  in  revising  and 
posting  up  to  date  the  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  Register,  which 
effected  a diminution  of  the  num.ber  registered  from  195  to 
172  owing  to  many  giving  up  the  business  since  the  last 
register  was  posted,  and  in  a few  instances  one  farmer  work- 
ing 2 or  even  3 farms. 

Seven  cow-keepers  have  been  registered  during  the  year, 
chiefly  men  new  in  the  business. 

Four  new  cow-sheds  have  been  erected  in  the  District  in 
accordance  with  your  Council’s  Regulations,  to  replace  old, 
delapidated,  and  insanitary  ones. 

Notices,  to  the  number  of  32,  have  been  served  with 
regard  to  necessary  alterations  and  cleansing.  Effective  im- 
provements have  been  made  in  several  instances,  and 
preliminary  steps  taken  in  three  others  to  replace  old  and 
insanitary  sheds  with  modern  building  in  the  early  spring. 

The  slaughterhouses  have  been  regularly  inspected 
during  the  year,  and  have  been  well  kept,  the  lime-washing 
and  removal  of  offal  having  been  done  systematically. 

Only  in  a few  instances  was  it  found  necessary  to  serve 
notices  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances. 


Two  emaciated  and  diseased  carcases  of  mutton  were 
seized  in  one  of  the  slaughterhouses,  and  were  destroyed. 

Your  Council  cautioned  the  butcher  for  neglecting  to 
report  the  case  to  the  Inspector  as  suspicious  meat,  and 
intend  to  prosecute  any  further  case  where  due  notice  has  not 
been  given  whenever  the  butcher  is  in  doubt  as  to  the  fitness 
of  the  meat  for  human  consumption. 

I am  pleased  to  report  that,  on  the  whole,  the  quality  of 
the  meat  sold  in  the  district  is  very  high. 
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Infectious 

Diseases. 


Factories  and 

Workshops. 

Bakehouses. 


Out- 

Workers. 


Canal  Boats 
Act, 

1877  and  1884. 

Petroleum 
Acts  and 
Regulations 


Scarlet  Fever  has  been  more  prevalent  during’  the  past 
year  than  the  previous  one.  Disinfectants  were  immediately 
supplied  to  the  infected  houses,  and  frequent  visits  paid 
to  ascertain  as  to  how  far  the  precautionary  measures  were 
carried  out. 

Two  revolving  shelters  were  supplied  by  your  Council 
during’  the  year  for  the  use  of  consumptives,  and  were  much 
appreciated  by  the  patients.  One  in  the  parish  of  Tingewick 
and  the  other  at  Water  Stratford. 

The  usual  disinfection  is  carried  out  after  all  infectious 
diseases,  including  phthisis,  and  the  cleansing  and  lime- 
washing of  the  rooms  after  disinfection. 

The  Hospital  Tents  were  not  used  during  the  year. 

There  are  13  bakehouses,  27  workshops,  and  i factory  in 
the  district.  59  inspections  were  made,  4 defects  found  and 
remedied  during  the  year. 

The  name  and  address  of  one  person  who  does  tailoring 
at  home  was  received  from  Aylesbury.  The  premises  were 
inspected  twice  during  the  year. 

The  Canal  within  your  area  is  practically  unnavigable. 

No  inspections  were  made  during  the  year. 

Licences,  numbering  5,  were  issued  during  the  year  for 
the  storage  of  carbide  of  calcium  and  petroleum.  All  the 
premises  and  stores  were  inspected  and  no  contravention 
of  the  Acts  were  discovered. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  work  done  during  the  year  : — 
Nuisances  (Public  Health  Acts). 

Inpections  (not  included  above)  ...  ...  ...  693 

Complaints  received  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Nuisances  detected  without  complaint  ...  ...  475 

Nuisances  abated — by  persons  responsible  ...  ..  409 

by  Council  in  default  ...  ...  — 

Summonses  taken  out  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Convictions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Pending 

Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.,  Act,  1909. 

Houses  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  183 

s.  17. — Houses  represented  as  unfit  for  habitation  ...  ...  2 

Closing  Orders  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Houses  closed — after  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  1 

without  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  1 

Houses  made  habitable  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

s.  18. — Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Houses  demolished — after  Demolition  Orders  ...  — 

without  Demolition  Orders  ...  2 

s.  15. — Notices  served — formal  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

informal  ...  ...  ...  ...  89 

Houses  made  habitable  ...  ...  ..  ...  61 
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House  Nuisances  (not  included  above). 

Over-crowding  abated  ...  ... 

Dirty  houses  cleansed 
House  defects  remedied 

Drains,  W.C.’s,  Privies,  &c. 

New  Work : — 

Drains  laid 

Earth  closets,  pail  closets  or  privies  constructed 
Privies, &c., converted  to  W.C.’s — with  flushing  apparatus 

hand  flushed 

Old  Work : — 

Drains  cleansed 
„ repaired 

,,  relaid  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

W.C.’s  supplied  with  water  (formerly  without) 

Privies,  and  W.C,’s  repaired 

Water  Supply. 


Houses  suppled  with  water  (formerly  without) 
Samples  taken  for  analysis  ... 

Good 

IBad  ...  ...  ...  .. 

Wells  cleansed 
Wells  repaired 
Wells  closed 
Cisterns  cleansed  ... 

Cisterns  repaired  ... 

Certificates  granted)  (For  Rural 
Certificates  deferred  j Districts ). 

Food. 


Seizures  of  unsound  food  (details  separately)  ... 

Summonses  taken  out 

Convictions 

Food  surrendered  (details  separately). 
Slaughter  Houses. 

On  register 

Inspections 

Carcases  examined 

Defects  found — Defects  remedied 

Bakehouses. 

On  Register 
Inspections 

Defects  found — Defects  remedied 
Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. 

Dairymen  and  Purveyors  of  Milk  on  Register 

Cowkeepers  on  Register 

Inspections 

Defects  found — Defects  remedied 

Factories  and  Workshops. 

On  Register 
Inspections 

Defects  found — Defects  remedied 
Complaints  received  from  Home  Office 
Outworkers  on  register 
Inspections 


4 

1 

26 


51 

35 

12 

1 

10 

65 

7 


6 

4 
2 
9 
3 
1 

5 
2 

11 


2 


19 

143 

297 

10 


13 

28 

4 


172 

314 

96 


31 

39 

2 

2 

1 
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New 

Buildings. 


Sewerage  and 

Sewage 

Disposal. 


Common  Lodging  Houses. 

On  Register 
Inspections 

Defects  found— Defects  remedied 
Contraventions  of  Bye-laws 

Canal  Boats. 

On  register 
Inspections 

Contraventions  of  Acts  and  Registers 
Contraventions  remedied  ... 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Visits  paid 
Houses  disinfected 

Miscellaneous. 

Removal  of  animals,  &c.,  improperly  kept 
Any  other  matters,  e.g.., 

Food  and  Drugs  Act 
Offensive  Trades 

Vans,  sanitary  convenience  provided 

During  the  year  9 new  houses  have  been  erected,  and 
alterations  and  additions  made  to  existing  ones. 

Periodical  inspections  were  made  to  all  new  buildings 
whilst  in  course  of  erection,  and  all  drains  connected  there- 
with were  tested  before  being  filled  in,  by  the  water  or  smoke 
test. 

The  provisions  of  your  building  bye-laws  were  carried 
out  in  each  case. 

New  buildings  erected  : 7 cottages  at  Calvert,  in  the 
parish  of  Charndon  ; i house  at  Boycott,  in  the  parish  of 
Stowe  ; I house  in  the  village  of  Twyford. 

Improvements  and  additions  to  : The  Manor,  Barton 
Hartshorn  ; I'he  Manor,  Chetwode  ; Jubilee  Cottage, 
Middle  Claydon  ; Rose  Cottage,  Adstock  ; The  Mount, 
Akeley  ; two  cottages,  Padbury. 

Other  new  buildings  erected  : 4 cowsheds  ; 2 stables  ; 
I cooling  house  and  mess  room  ; stores  and  sanitary  con- 
veniences on  Golf  Links  ; 2 farm  buildings. 

Plans  have  been  submitted  and  approved  by  your 
Council  for  house  to  be  erected  in  Claydon  Park,  Middle 
Claydon. 

Th  e sewers  throughout  the  district  have  been  maintained 
in  good  working  order.  Extensions  have  been  made  to 
sewers  in  the  parishes  of  Adstock,  Thornborough,  and 
Preston  Bissett  during  the  year. 

The  septic  tanks  throughout  the  district  were  periodically 
cleansed  and  all  filters  re-charged. 


57 
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Water 

Supply. 


The  water  main  at  Padbury  has  been  extended  75  yards 
during-  the  year  ; repairs  have  been  done  to  the  mains  in  the 
parishes  of  Padbury,  Poundon,  Charndon,  and  Steeple 
Claydon.  The  wells  and  reservoirs  were  cleansed  and 
repaired  at  Twyford,  Water  Stratford,  and  Charndon. 

In  conclusion,  I beg-  to  thank  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  your  Council  for  their  support  and  confidence 
and  all  the  Officers  for  their  assistance  in  the  discharge  of 
my  duties, 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  ERNEST  OAKES, 

Sanitary  Surveyor  and  Inspector. 
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TABLE  II. — Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  year  1914  in  the  Buckingham  Rural  District. 
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TABLE  III. 

Causes  of  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  year  1914  in  the  Buckingham 

Rural  District. 


s 

Nett  Deaths  at  the  Subjoined  Ages  of  “ Residents” 

(X)  cc 

whether  occurring  within  or  without  the  District. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

All 

Ages. 

Under 

1 year. 

1 and 
under  2. 

2 and 
under  5. 

5 and 
under  15, 

15  and 
under  25. 

25  and 
under  45. 

45  and 
under  65, 

65  and 
upwards. 

"S  ° flP 

0 ss  0 

4 11  f Certified 

All  causes  S tt  .-r:  j 

t Uncertified  ... 

89 

» * ) 

3' 

I 

• • • 

• • • 

* • * 

I 

• • • 

II 

• • • 

i6 

57 

• • • 

Enteric  Fever 

Small  Pox 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough  . 
Diphtheria  and  Croup 
Influenza 

Erysipelas 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tuber- 

2 

I 

I 

culosis) 

3 

I 

2 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 
Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

I 

I 

Cancer,  malignant  Disease... 

9 

I 

2 

6 

Rheumatic  Fever  ... 
Meningitis 

I 

I 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

13 

2 

2 

9 

Bronchitis 

12 

2 

Q 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

Other  Diseases  of  Respira- 

4 

I 

y 

3 

tory  organs 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteric 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis... 
Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

2 

I 

I 

Alcoholism 

2 

2 

Nephritis  & Bright’s  Disease 

Puerperal  Fever  

Other  Accidents  & Diseases 

4 

I 

2 

I 

of  Pregnancy  and  Par- 
turition 

I 

I 

Congenital  Debility  and  Mai- 

formation,  including  Pre- 
mature Birth 

2 

2 

Violent  Deaths,  excluding 

Suicide 

I 

I 

Suicides  

2 

2 

Other  Defined  Diseases 
Diseases  ill-defined  or  un- 

15 

I 

I 

I 

12 

unkown 

15 

2 

13 

TABLE  IV. 

Infant  Mortality  during  1914  in  Buckingham  Rural  District. 

Net  deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  Ages  under  i Year  of  Age. 


Causes  of  Death, 

j _ 1 Under 

1 I 1 Week. 

! 1 

1 1 Weeks. 

2-3 

Weeks, 

1 3-4 

1 Weeks. 

Total 

under 

4 

weeks. 

j 1-3 

1 Months. 

3-6 

Months. 

6-9 

Months. 

9-12 

Months. 

Total 

Deaths 

under 

1 Year. 

(Certified 

All  Causes,  j 

(Uncertified ... 

I 

2 

I 

3 

rSmall-pox 

Chicken-pox 

Measles 

1 Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ... 

^Diphtheria  and  Croup 
Erysipelas 

TTuberculous  Meningitis  ... 
J Abdominal  Tuberculosis  ... 
Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 
(Meningitis  ( not  Tuheixulous ) 
Convulsions 

Laryngitis 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 
f Diarrhoea 
(Enteritis 

Gastritis 

Syphilis 

Rickets 

Suffocation,  overlaying 
Injury  at  birth 

Atelectasis 

( Congenital  Malformations... 
Premature  birth 
j Atrophy,  Debility  and 
( Marasmus 

Other  Causes 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

2 

I 

3 

Births  in  the  year 


legitimate  - 
illegitimate  - 


148 

4 


Deaths  in  the  year.  J legitimate  infants 
^ ( illegitimate  infants 


5 


\ 


♦ 


0 


4 


i 


Analyses  of  Water  Supplies,  1914. 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1914, 
for  the  Rural  District  of  Buckingham,  on  the  administration 
of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  in  connection  with 
Factories,  Workshops,  Workplaces,  and  Homework. 


I. — Inspection. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

Written 

Notices. 

Prosecutions 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries) 

2 

0 

0 

Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries)  ... 

67 

2 

0 

Workplaces  (other  than  out-worker’s  premises 
included  in  Part  3 of  this  Report) 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

69 

2 

0 

2.— Defects  Found. 


Particulars. 


Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

Want  of  Ventilation 

Overcrowding 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

Other  Nuisances 

! insufficient 

unsuitable  or  defective 
not  separate  for  sexes 


Number  of  Defects. 


T3 

C 

o 


iNil 


<u 

a 

V 

PC< 


T3  . 


O 

<4— > 

O 

4J 

o- 

in 

C 


CJ 

rO 


3 

12; 


in 

C 

O 

• ^ 

3 

o 

<u 

in 

O 

p-l 


Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Acts : — 


Illegal  occupation  of  underground  Bakehouse  (s.  loi)... 
Breach  of  special  Sanitary  requirements  for  Bakehouses 
(ss.  97  to  100) 

Other  offences  (excluding  offences  relating  to  Outwork, 
which  are  included  in  Part  3 of  this  Report) 


Total 


J 


6 


6 


o 


o 


3. — Homework. 


List  of  Outworkers  ( sec.  lOJ ). 


Number  of  Lists  received  from  Employers  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  Outworkers  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  2 

Notices  served  on  occupiers  as  to  keeping  or  sending  Lists  Nil. 

Prosecutions. — Failing  to  keep  or  permit  inspection  of  List...  ,, 

Failing  to  send  Lists  ...  ...  ...  ...  „ 


Outwork  in  Unwholesome  Premises  (sec.  108). 

Instances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ,, 

Prosecutions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ,, 

Outwork  in  Infected  Premises  (sec.  log,  no). 

Instances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

Orders  made  (s.  no)  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  ,, 

Prosecutions  (s.  109,  no)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  „ 

4. — Registered  Workshops. 

Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  13 1)  at  the  end  of  the  year  : — 


Carpenters  ..  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  10 

Wheelwrights  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Shoeing  and  General  Smiths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Dressmakers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Retail  Bakers  ...  ...  ,.  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Boot  Makers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Painters  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  i 

Brickworks  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Total  number  of  Workshops  on  Register  ...  43 


n 


5. — other  Matters. 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  : — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  (s.  133)  Nil 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  ^ Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector 
by  H.M.  Inspector  as  remedi- 
able under  the  Public  Health 
Acts,  but  not  under  the  Factory 
and  Workshops  Acts  (s.  5,  1901) 

Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  loij 
In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year 


Reports  (of  action  taken) 
sent  to  H.M.  Inspector 


)) 


PHILIP  L.  BENSON,  m.d.,  d.p.h.  (Game.) 
Medical  Officer  of  Phealth. 


